
 

      

   ALL SAINTS’ CHURCH, BRAUNSTON 

 
       

   GENERAL HISTORY AND CONTENTS 
 

The present church is the third stone church to be built on this 

site and replaced the old building, shown on the left, which was 

in a seriously dilapidated condition after serving the parish for  

nearly five centuries.  When this building was demolished, 

some traces of the first Norman church were discovered, e.g. 

round window arches with dog tooth ornament.  Much of the 

reddish sandstone and some of the carved ornaments were used 

in the process of rebuilding.  The arches on the south side of the 

current Chancel are survivals from this old church.  A section 

of the old vestry with a doorway and traceried window was 

rebuilt in the Rectory garden..  The names of the Rectors are 

recorded from 1220 onwards, the most famous being the Rev. 

Edward Reynolds, one of the “Presbyterian” party in the 

clerical controversies of the Civil War. 

 

 

 

The current building was erected in 1849.  The architect, Mr 

R.C.Hussey of Birmingham (see separate Guide Sheet on 

Architects) designed an enlarged replica of the above second 

church , built in the Decorated style of the 14th century.  His 

original design sketch for the building is shown on the left.  

The Tower contains a peal of six bells originally installed in 

1812 to replace the four bells and a Sanctus bell first recorded 

in 1552.  The crocketed spire rises to a height of 150 feet like 

its predecessor in the second church described above and forms 

a conspicuous landmark easily seen by travellers approaching 

Braunston from all directions.  The clock was made by John 

Hanbury of West Haddon in 1824 and transferred from the 

badly damaged old tower to the new one in 1849.   

In the final design for this church building the southern walls 

were crowned with a pierced stone tracery parapet as opposed 

to the battlement parapet of the previous building. 

 

 

 

As part of the rebuilding the Nave was enlarged to double its 

capacity, including seating for all the pupils of the National 

School (now the Village hall) and visiting boatmen.  With this 

widening of the body of the church, the height of each roof was 

increased proportionately and, as a result, the church was no 

longer dwarfed by its imposing tower.  There are many 

interesting stained glass windows in the church, see the 

separate Guide Sheets for  detailed descriptions. 

The photograph on the left shows how the Nave looked early in 

the 20th century when still lit by oil lamps. 



For details of the decoration and architectural features of the Nave see separate Guide Sheets on Architects 

and on Woodcarvings. 

  Near the lectern stands an old stone font, a relic from the 

original Norman church . It is shown in the photograph on 

the left.  The font has traces of the original cable moulding.  

Following rebuilding of the church this font stood for many 

years in the Rectory garden before finally being brought 

back inside to its present position. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

Across the South Aisle from the Norman Font is a 

monument to William de Ros.  It is a recumbent knight 

clad in finely worked, ring-mail, armour which is typical of 

the 14th century.  He was William, fourth Baron Ros, who 

fought alongside Edward the third at Crecy and Calais.  

Later he died on a pilgrimage to the Holy land in 1352.  

Unlike the other holders of the title he has no burial place 

in England and it is supposed that the stone effigy is a 

memorial to him. 

  The family name is represented by a rose between the 

figure’s feet.  The de Ros family held the manor of 

Braunston from 1200 to 1508. 

 

 

 

  At the west end of the Nave is the old wooden chest 

shown opposite.  This medieval chest originally housed all 

the church records which are now kept in the Northampton 

Record Office.  It has the remains of the original three 

locks, the keys of which were in the custody of the Rector 

and Wardens, so that it could only be opened when all 

three were present. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  At the foot of the bell tower is the head of a 14th century 

churchyard stone cross shown alongside.  On the four sides 

this has badly eroded carvings of the Crucifixion, the 

Madonna and Child, a robed priest and a warrior.   

  As with the Norman Font described above, this stone 

carving spent many years in the old Rectory garden before 

being placed inside the church 



  In the north aisle, opposite the church entrance is 

the Bevington organ (shown left), the first in this 

building.  Made by Bevington and Sons in 1852, it 

is listed by the British Institute of Organ Studies as 

being of Historical interest.  The only modification 

has been to convert the hand pump and candle 

holders to electricity.  Much simpler than a modern 

organ, it is typical of those sold to villages 

choosing their first organ at that time with just one 

manual keyboard and lower keys duplicated on 

pedals.  Though limited in scope, it is well suited 

to small services and remains in regular use.  Its 

previous locations in this building were on the first 

floor of the tower and then in the chancel/vestry 

area. 

 

  

   As “Cathedral of the Canals”, All Saints’ is 

fortunate to have a cathedral specification organ to 

match.  Located near the Font (shown left), the 

Makin digital organ started life in Ripon Cathedral 

before coming to Braunston after a re-build by 

Makin’s.  Though the specification was simplified 

a little from its Ripon days, it still boasts four 

manual keyboards and 54 speaking stops.  Each 

stop produces a different type of sound that has 

been selected to suit the building from a range of 

digital samples taken from pipe organs noted for 

their quality of tone. 

 

   

 

  As part of our church’s heritage, a collection of 

donated silver communion vessels is now stored in 

the Treasury at Peterborough Cathedral where they 

can still be viewed.  They comprise an Elizabethan 

chalice and patten of 1570 (shown far left), a 

similar set of chalice and patten donated by 

Elisabeth Isham in 1657 (shown near left), and an 

embossed silver chalice of 1720 (shown below 

left).  The latter was the gift of the Reverend John 

Williams, B.D., (past Rector) to the Parish of 

Braunston on August 16th 1818. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  All Saints’ continues to develop and move 

forward.  In 2014 the Timeline (shown left)  was 

fixed on the West wall demonstrating the parish 

growth alongside the general history of this 

country.   



  The churchyard surrounding the building was 

closed in 1917 and contains several Grade 2 listed 

monuments.  Shown alongside is a 17th century 

chest tomb with an inscription to James Pettever 

and his wife, Jane Pettever, died 1682. 

  There are also 11 headstones around the church 

from the 17th and 18th centuries, all Grade 2 listed. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  The cemetery field, across the road north of the 

church, was gifted to the church in 1893 by Miss 

Sarah Baylis.  The whole field was consecrated by 

Bishop Lewis, Suffragan Bishop of Leicester, on 

4th November 1903. 

  An extract from the Conveyance document is 

shown on the left. 
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